
6th Sunday of Easter 
 

Witness – Message Series #6 – PRACTICE THE ART OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
 

 Do you have anyone who is “accompanying” you on your journey to heaven?  That is, do 

you have a faith companion, someone that you can rely upon to lead you to God?  One way of 

witnessing to our faith is to “practice the art of accompaniment.”  This is the theme of our sixth 

message series on witnessing. 

 I used to work on Engage Encounter retreats years ago with a couple who had been 

married probably forty some years at that time.  They often told me, “Father, we are either 

getting to heaven together or we not getting there at all!” They practiced the art of 

accompaniment.  Are you and your spouse doing the same? 

 There is a popular song that we sing often here at mass that reflects this message series’ 

theme.  It is entitled, “Companions on the Journey.”  The beginning of the refrain goes like this: 

“We are companions on the journey, breaking bread and sharing life; and in the love we bear 

is the hope we share for we believe in the love of our God….” 

 Throughout this Easter Season the first reading has been taken from the “Acts of the 

Apostles.”  Week after week we have been hearing stories of the spread of the good news of 

Jesus Christ in the earliest days of the Church by the apostles.  They tended not to do this alone 

but with one or two other apostles. In other words, they practiced the art of accompaniment.   

They were indeed companions on the journey!  And so, in today’s reading we hear that Peter 

and John joined Philip in Samaria.  Together they cured the sick, baptized and confirmed many 

new members. 



 St. Peter in the second reading practices the art of accompaniment not by being 

physically present to the Christian communities that he is writing to but rather through the 

letters he writes them.  We don’t do much letter writing today but the internet gives us many 

other ways of accompaniment – social media being just one of them.   

 The gospel reading from St. John is taken from the part of his gospel known as the 

“Farewell Discourse.”  Jesus is saying goodbye to his apostles at the Last Supper.  Their hearts 

are troubled after he tells them that he will die the next day.  He seeks to comfort them by 

telling them that God the Father will give them another Advocate to be with them always.  

Jesus has been their Advocate or counselor, now the Holy Spirit will be walk with them on their 

journey of faith.  The Spirit of God will be their companion.  The Spirit of God will practice the 

art of accompaniment.  They will never be alone.   

 This promise of Jesus to his disciples is also a promise to us.  The Holy Spirit will always 

be at our side as we make our journey through life.  This has often been a consolation for me, 

especially when I am feeling lonely or under stress during these days of COVID 19. 

 Just as the Holy Spirit accompanies each one of us so we are called to accompany others 

on their journey.  Have you done this already in your life?  Do you have someone to accompany 

you?  When we make prayer, learning and sharing a part of our lives we naturally witness to our 

faith.   We need the accompaniment of others to do so   Are you ready for the challenge? 


