
5th Sunday of Easter – Year A 

Witness Message Series #5 – “Listen with a Cupped Ear” 

 

 Are you a good listener?  Or are you one of those who in a conversation is always 

thinking about what you will say next?  Listening with a cupped ear is the fifth theme of our 

message series on witnessing.  To be a good listener requires not only hearing what others are 

saying but also understanding and interpreting what they are saying.  It may also include verbal 

and nonverbal feedback.  For example, I know when you are listening to me when I see your 

heads nodding in agreement or shaking in disagreement! 

 I believe that we have a listening problem here in America.  As our country becomes 

more and more diverse as well as more and more divisive we tend to listen only to people who 

agree with us and turn a deaf ear to those who we perceive as different or with whom we 

disagree.  Just think of the people you hang around with or the news sources that you listen to. 

 We see something similar going in the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  The 

original Christian community was made up of Aramaic-speaking Hebrews.  They were later 

joined by Greek-speaking Hellenists.  Their cultural and language differences lead to one group 

discriminating against another.  The Hellenist Christians, for example, were not getting their fair 

share of community goods from the Hebrew Christians.  Both groups appealed to the Twelve 

Apostles who came up with a solution that was acceptable to the whole community.   Note that 

it was not a “top down” decision but one that involved the broader community.  The Apostles in 

other words listened with cupped ears. 

 St. Peter reminds us in the second reading that faith requires listening.  As you heard, 

Peter uses the image of a cornerstone to describe Jesus.  Just as cornerstones are critical to 

keeping buildings from collapsing, so is Jesus critical to human existence.  Jesus in his role as the 



cornerstone causes those without faith to stumble and fall because they have not listened to 

and followed his teachings.  Do you find it difficult to hear the Word of God in an increasingly 

secular and materialistic society? 

 The gospel reading from St. John takes us to the Last Supper where Jesus is preparing his 

apostles for his impending suffering and death by engaging them in a long and intimate 

farewell.  The apostles have accompanied Jesus for three years in his travels through Palestine 

where he proclaimed the kingdom of God and healed people.  He even raised some people 

from the dead.  Jesus’ dialogue with Philip indicates that Philip and some of the others were still 

confused about Jesus’ identity.  They failed to listen with a cupped ear!   Jesus put it this way in 

Mark’s gospel: They have eyes but do not see; they have ears but do not hear. 

 My only brother died this past August of a heart attack.  He was placed in intensive care 

at Mercy Hospital in Dubuque.  He seemed to be recovering from the attack.  And so, when I 

left him on a Monday evening to return to Hiawatha I just nonchalantly said to him, “see you in 

a couple of days.”  He told me, “first, come and hold my hand.”  Which I did.  It was an unusual 

request from him.  However, I didn’t listen to him with cupped ears.  It was the last time I saw 

him alive. 

 We witness best when we listen.  What kind of listeners are we?  How can we 

understand and interpret better? 

  

  


