
3rd Sunday of Easter 
“Witness” Message Series #3 – PREACH FROM THE PULPIT OF LIFE 

 
 Have you ever considered yourself to be a Christian witness, that is, someone who 

witnesses to Jesus by the type of life you lead?  Like it or not, consciously or unconsciously we 

witness to Christ every day to others through what we say and do.  In other words, we “preach 

from the pulpit of life,” which is the theme of this third week of our messages series on 

witnessing. 

 We find St. Peter and the apostles peaching from the pulpit of life in a very formal way 

telling the story of Jesus as they stand before a crowd of their fellow Jews.  Peter reminds them 

that Jesus not only lived among but as a Jew also shared their faith tradition and hence should 

be no stranger to them. 

 In other words, in preaching from the pulpit of life Peter tried to show his fellow Jews 

that they and Jesus have much in common with one another.  This is a clue for us.  We witness 

best when we act normal, when we are not trying to put on a show for others.  For example, my 

parents witnessed to me by their daily life of prayer and service to others.  Prayer and service 

were just part of how they lived their day-to-day lives. 

 Human life is sometimes characterized as a journey.  A journey that leads to heaven and 

eternal life with God.  This is what Peter is getting at in the second reading today.  The point he 

makes to his fellow Christians is that we don’t journey alone, we journey to heaven with our 

fellow Christians.  In other words, we have companions on the journey.   

 One of my companions on the journey has been Fr. John Gossman, the first pastor of 

the pastor.  For many years we were in the same priest support group.  When that group 

disbanded he became my spiritual director and confessor.  We all need someone that we can 



be totally truthful with, someone who shares our faith convictions.  Fr. John has been my 

companion on the journey by peaching from the pulpit of his life. 

 In the gospel reading today we find two disciples of Jesus on a journey from Jerusalem 

to Emmaus.  They had not yet heard about Jesus’ resurrection from the dead and hence didn’t 

recognize Jesus as he joined them on their journey.  They only recognized him when they 

gathered around the dinner table and “he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to 

them.”  Jesus had done the same thing with them a few days earlier at the Last Supper. 

 What Jesus did at the Last Supper I do every time that I celebrate mass.  I too take 

bread, bless it, break it, and give it to you, Jesus’ disciples.  Hopefully we too recognize Christ 

among us when I do this. 

On this first communion Sunday some among us will be receiving the body and blood of 

Christ for the first time.  Their parents and their teachers have prepared them for this day by 

preaching from the pulpit of their lives – especially by participating at mass and receiving holy 

communion.  

When the children come forth to receive holy communion for the first time they will 

respond Amen to the words “The Body of Christ,” “The Blood of Christ.”  Amen meaning “I 

believe.”  They believe not just because of their parents and teachers but also because they 

have seen many of us receiving holy communion and saying amen over the years.  In doing so 

we have preached to them from the pulpit of our lives.   

We can’t help but witness to our faith by what we say and do.  What kind of witnesses 

are we? 


