
 
Fifth Sunday of Lent, 3-29-2020 

                           “Where do we place our hope?” by Deacon Frank Easton 
 
These days of the virus pandemic have been referred to as a time of crisis.  The definition of the 

word, crisis, is; a time of instability, intense difficulty, trouble or danger.  I think most of us would 

say that describes well what we have been experiencing. It is times like this that often cause us 

to reflect on what we fear, our desire for control, and where we place our hope.  So what have 

you discovered about yourself?  Where are you placing your hope? 

 
The readings for this fifth Sunday of Lent are very timely for our current situation.  In the first 

reading from the prophet Ezekiel, the Jewish people are in crisis.  They are in exile, they have 

lost everything and we hear how the prophet Ezekiel is encouraging them to not give up and to 

keep placing their hope in God, despite their current struggles and circumstances. 

 
In St. John’s gospel, we heard how Martha and Mary were in crisis. Their brother, Lazarus, was 

sick and they knew Jesus could heal him. But for reasons they didn’t understand, Jesus didn’t 

show up in time.  Martha and Mary were not happy with their friend, Jesus.  They thought they 

knew best.  Jesus should have come and healed Lazarus.   Aren’t we often like Martha and 

Mary?  We become upset when we don’t get what we want.  We think we should be in control. 

So much so, that we want to control God. 

   
Mary was so upset with Jesus that she didn’t even go out to meet Him at first. When Martha 

meets up with Jesus, He compassionately comforts her and encourages her to stop trying to put 

her hope in her circumstances.  He encourages her to put her hope and trust in Him, who is the 

resurrection and the Life!   

 
Later, when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, Lazarus comes out tied hand and foot with 

burial bands.  Jesus tells them to untie him and let him go.   Jesus wants to do the same for 

each one of us.  He wants to untie us of our fears and our desires to be in control.  He wants to 

be the center of our lives; He wants to be our hope!  It is only He that can truly free us from all 

that binds us. 

 
There is a young girl, who I will call Karen. She is currently suffering with leukemia. The other 

day, with a big smile on her face, she told her mom that she knows that Jesus is going to cure 

her. Her mom said, “Oh that is great!”  “Yeah Mom,” Karen said, “I don’t know if I am going to 

live through this, I sure hope so! But I do know Jesus is going to heal me, because even if I go 

home to Him, then He will have healed me.”   

 



 

Wow!!  This young girl truly understands Jesus’ message of hope.  “I am the resurrection and 

the life, whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live…” Karen knows that Jesus loves her 

more than she can humanly love herself and those she loves.  She understands that Jesus 

knows the past, present and future.  That He is the one in control.  Karen knows that Jesus 

wants the very best for her.  She understands that even if the leukemia ends her earthly life, she 

will have eternal life with Him. She also understands that Jesus is not only her hope for eternity 

but also her hope for today.  Jesus gives Karen hope as she encounters her daily struggles.   

 
This realization of Jesus being the resurrection and the life, being our hope, grows ever deeper 

as we continue our journey of becoming His disciples.   The characteristics of being Jesus’ 

disciple; pray, learn, share & witness, are more important than ever as we experience the many 

losses and struggles associated with this crisis.  Instead of looking for ways to distract ourselves, 

we need to lean into Jesus!  We need to be more disciplined than ever as His disciples. 

 
Pray - When we find ourselves getting caught up in fear or anxiety, let that be a reminder for us 

to pray more…..talk to Jesus about those fears and concerns…  

Learn - As many activities are being cancelled, let us use this extra time to learn, read the 

scriptures. There are countless resources available. Take a look at our parish website for 

resources.  

Share - During these troubling times, it is important that we don’t turn in on ourselves and on our 

own concerns. We are called to focus outward toward serving others. Pick up the phone and 

encourage someone that might be discouraged or fearful. Share your time, talents and treasures 

with others and your parish.  

Witness - More than ever, others need to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ. They need to 

witness the hope we have in Jesus through our words, deeds and actions. Yes, we can’t be 

meeting face to face, but we can pick up the phone and pray with others. I can’t tell you how 

many times I and others have been greatly blessed by praying with and for one another on the 

telephone over these past few weeks.  

 
As you and I continue to grow as Jesus’ disciples, as we allow Jesus to untie us from our fears 

and desire for control, our hope in Him grows ever stronger. 

 
“Yeah Mom,” …..“I don’t know if I am going to live through this, I sure hope so! But I do know 

that Jesus is walking with me….. He is my hope!   

 
Where do we place our hope?    


