
7th Sunday of Ordinary Time – A 

 

 “Be holy, for I, the Lord, your God, am holy” so says God to his chosen people in the first 

reading today from the Old Testament Book of Leviticus.  What does God mean when he calls 

himself holy?  Are you holy?  Do you know people who are holy? 

 The term “holy” in the bible means to be “set apart.”  God is holy because he is “set 

apart” from humankind since he is the Creator of all things as well as all-powerful and all-

knowing.  The Catholic author, Matthew Kelly, defines holy as being the best version of 

yourself. 

 And so as God’s chosen people, the Israelite community, must set themselves apart at 

times from the non-Jewish culture around them.  One way that they do this is by loving one 

another as they love themselves.  Such love, as we heard in the reading, forbids vengeance and 

grudges but permits fraternal correction when necessary.   

 St. Paul in today’s second reading is reminding Christians in Corinth that they are to set 

themselves apart from the non-Christian citizens of the city because they are the temple of God 

and temple of God is holy.  As a Jewish convert Paul understood well the central place that the 

temple in Jerusalem played in the Jewish religion.  The temple was the focal point of God’s 

presence on earth.  It was a holy place in a holy city in a holy land.  Now as a Christian Paul 

recognizes that God’s presence is no longer found in a building, or in a city or in a country but 

rather in the Christian community itself.  God’s presence is now found in people… people who 

must set themselves apart from the prevailing Greek pagan culture of Corinth – a culture that 

emphasizes social stratification and human wisdom rather than equality and divine wisdom. 



 In the gospel reading we encounter Jesus instructing his disciples.  Among other things 

he tells them that they are to be “perfect” just as their heavenly Father is “perfect.”  The term 

“perfect” here is just another way of saying that the disciples must be “holy.”   

 Jesus is challenging his disciples to set themselves apart from the Greco-Roman culture 

that they are living in.  The culture encourages, among other things, meeting violence with 

violence.  Jesus, however, recommends actions that break the cycle of increasing violence.   

Jesus even goes beyond the culture of the Jewish religion in which he was raised.  For 

example, the Jewish religion taught that Jews should love their neighbor, that is their fellow 

Jew, but hate their enemy that is those who are not Jewish.  This teaching does not go far 

enough for Jesus.  He tells his disciples that they must not only love their neighbor but also love 

their enemy and pray for those who persecute them.   

The scriptures today remind us that as Christians we will at times have to set ourselves 

apart from our culture not because we are better than others but because that is what our faith 

demands of us.  For example, back in June of 2015 a 21 year-old white male who was a self-

proclaimed white supremacist shot and killed nine members of a predominantly black Christian 

parish in Charleston, South Carolina.  Three days after the murders at the shooter’s bond 

hearing several relatives who lost loved ones turned to the shooter and said “I forgive you.”  

This is very difficult to do in a culture that prefers revenge over forgiveness. 

The scripture readings today remind us that we are called to be holy, that we are called 

to set ourselves apart at times from the way that our culture does things.  How does our 

American culture challenge our call to be holy? When has being the best version of ourselves 

set as apart from our culture? 


