
3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time “A” 

 

 Every year around this time we celebrate what is called “Catholic Schools 

Week,” a week set aside to reflect on the value of a Catholic School education.  

This year’s theme is “Catholic Schools: Learn, Serve, Lead, Succeed.”   

 Did you know that the early history of Catholic schools in the U.S. is tied up 

with the history of immigration?  When Catholics from Germany, Ireland and 

Bohemia left their countries due to war, famine, or lack opportunities at home 

and begin to settle here in the Midwest they discovered a public-school system 

that had a strong Protestant bias to it.  To protect their Catholic identity as well 

as their national identities they formed their own schools.  John Hennessy who 

was the Archbishop of Dubuque for 34 years during the second half of the 

nineteenth century presided over the building of many schools in the 

Archdiocese and their staffing by sisters and priests.  

 For example, I grew up in a town of less than 2,000 people yet it had two 

Catholic parishes – one Irish and one German.  Both parishes also had their own 

schools educating children from grades one through twelve.  The only time that I 

went to a public school was when I was in kindergarten and even then, the 

teacher was nice, pious, Catholic lady.  When I graduated from Aquin Catholic 

High School in 1968 there were six priests in town, two of whom were full time in 

high school work as well as twenty-four sisters all of whom were involved in 

teaching.   It was a different world in those days! 



 At the tail-end of the gospel reading today we hear Matthew’s version of 

the call of the first disciples – the call of Peter and his brother Andrew as well as 

the call of John and his brother Andrew.  Note that they were ordinary men with 

ordinary lives, yet they were called to be disciples … and so are we. 

 The foundation of discipleship is the family.  Families, like Catholic schools, 

are communities where we are raised to learn, serve, lead ad succeed.  The 

main way that the Catholic faith grows throughout the world is by parents 

passing on their faith to their children.  They do this by simply living Christians lives 

based on the commandments of love of God and neighbor.  

 While most parents don’t have a wealth of knowledge about their faith 

they do know the basis message of their faith found in John 3:16 which says, 

“that God so loved the world that he gave us his only Son that whoever believes 

in him may have eternal life.” 

 Families too are communities of service.  Families naturally reach out to 

others – to extended family members, to a neighbor in need, to organizations 

that raise money to overcome diseases or help out in a natural disaster. 

 In summary, communities dedicated to learning, serving, leading, and 

succeeding are found not only in Catholic Schools but also in families as well as 

in parishes.  These communities are meant to help us become intentional 

disciples, that is, disciples of Jesus not just by default but by choice.  Are we 

willing today to tell Jesus, “Yes, Lord, I too want to be a fisher of people!” 

    


