
2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time “A” (2020) 

 

In my last parish there was a member with the name of Elmer “Christ”.  His last 

name was spelled C-H-R-I-S-T, that is, Christ though he pronounced it “Christ.”  He 

didn’t like it when people would phone his home and ask for Jesus. 

Do you know that Christ is not Jesus’ last name?  Jesus didn’t have a last name.  

To identify him people would have called him Jesus, the son of Joseph or Jesus from 

Nazareth.  According to Catholic belief, Jesus is “the” Christ, that is, the anointed one of 

God, the one promised from the time of King David who would save his people from 

their enemies.  John the Baptist in today’s gospel identifies him as the Son of God and the 

Lamb of God. 

I want today to reflect for a few minutes on the image “Lamb of God.”  It is an 

image that the priest uses at every mass right before communion when he holds up the 

consecrated bread and wine repeating the words of John the Baptist “This is the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sins of the world.” 

It is interesting that Webster’s dictionary defines a lamb not only as a young 

sheep, one that is less than one year old, but also as a gentle or weak person.  Both 

images apply to Jesus.  Just as lambs at the time of Jesus were sacrificed in the temple to 

take away the sins of the people, so did Jesus sacrifice his life on the cross to take away 

sin – not just for one time but for all times.  Just as the servant described by Isaiah in the 

first reading was a weak person in the sense that he was nonviolent and willing to suffer 

for sake of his people, so too was Jesus a suffering servant as he did God’s will even 

though it led him to his death on the cross. 



The term lamb can suggest then an animal or person that is vulnerable, that is, 

someone who is helpless and as a result is often taken advantage of by others.  But it is 

precisely through being vulnerable that he or she brings about life. 

The point that I want to make is that just as Jesus, the lamb of God, made himself 

vulnerable, so must we.  When we focus on Jesus as a vulnerable person we call into 

question whether or not Christians can be macho people?  Perhaps this is the reason that 

many Catholic men do not practice their faith since they are unwilling to make 

themselves vulnerable, that is, they are not willing to admit their helplessness and the 

need they have for God and the support of others? 

We know from experience that vulnerability is necessary for a healthy friendship 

or marriage.  It is only when we reveal our truest selves with all our good and bad points 

to our best friend or spouse that true growth in a relationship can occur. 

We know from experience that vulnerability is necessary for those who join AA.  

It is only when the alcoholic and addict admit that they are helpless in front of others that 

they can begin to get better because they finally realize that they need the help of God 

and others – that they can no longer do it alone. 

It is precisely because Jesus as the lamb of God made himself vulnerable that 

eternal life is a possible.  The same is true for us.  It is only when we claim the title “lamb 

of God” for ourselves, it is only when we make ourselves vulnerable – admitting that we 

need God and others – that eternal life is possible for us.  Are we willing to be 

vulnerable? 

 

 



   


