
Merry Christmas! 

 

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord, the very last day of the Christmas 

season, so you still have one day left to say “Merry Christmas”! 

 

These last 2 ½ weeks we have been celebrating the great gift that God has given to us in 

Christmas.  The gift of His coming down to earth and being born as a human baby, elevating our 

humanity by becoming fully human while still fully God.  As St. Athanasius put it, “God became 

man so that man might become a god."  God came to us to share His very life with us and call 

us to share in His holiness.  Amazing!!!  So in light of what God is offering to all of us, the 

question we must ponder is, “How can we share in God’s holiness?” . . .  

 

This Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord, gives us a glimpse into the answer to that question.  Up 

to now, our Christmas celebrations have all seen Jesus as an infant.  But today, we see Our 

Lord grown up . . . an adult man.  It almost seems like it doesn’t fit with the rest of the 

Christmas.  So why was Our Church led to include this feast in the Christmas season? . . . It is 

because, in a sense, the Baptism of Our Lord completes the gift of the incarnation.  Today 

Jesus, led by the Holy Spirit, answers the call of the Father and begins His mission to save us 

and make us holy. 

 

In our gospel reading today, John the Baptist, answering his calling from God, is out in the 

wilderness, preaching to the people and baptizing them in water for the repentance of sin.  

John’s baptism is symbolic of the repentance which John’s disciples bring to the Jordan.  John 

baptizes them as a sign of their personal commitment to turn away from sin and turn to God.  It 

is a beautiful symbol of the washing away of the penitent’s sins, but only a symbol. 

 

Then Jesus enters the scene . . . as a grown man . . . fully man, yet fully God . . . led by the Holy 

Spirit to John . . . perfectly obedient to the will of the Father.   

 

When John sees Jesus, inspired by the Holy Spirit, John exclaims “I need to be baptized by 

you, and yet you are coming to me!”  But Jesus submits to the will of the Father and in being 

baptized in the water by John, Jesus brings his desire for the repentance and forgiveness of all 

to the Jordan and in His baptism, Jesus, God, having no need of cleansing from sin, cleanses 

the water itself.   



 

Later, after His resurrection, Jesus will command the apostles to use the water to “make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit”, just as we do here many Sunday’s at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.  Now, because of 

Jesus, what was only a simple symbol of repentance in John’s baptism becomes an effective 

sign through Christ.  A sign that effects (or causes) the actual forgiveness of sin and gives us a 

share in His very own life, a life of holiness.  Through our baptism in Christ, we receive the Holy 

Spirit living in us, so that Just as the Father said in the Gospel today about Jesus, He can say to 

each of us, seeing Jesus and the Spirit in us, “This is my beloved son in whom I am well 

pleased!  This is my beloved daughter in whom I am well pleased!”  That is holiness!   

 

Holiness? Really?? Me???  Certainly, I can see how maybe Pope Francis is called to holiness, 

or Fr. Mark, he certainly can be holy . . . but I can’t be holy, I know all my flaws and my 

sinfulness, both those things I do that I shouldn’t and those things I don’t do that I should.  

Surely I can’t be holy.  I’m not sure that I even want to be holy and walk around with my hands 

folded all day . . . I’m afraid that if I become holy I will become less of myself.  But in truth, I was 

made for holiness . . .  You were made for holiness.  Matthew Kelly describes this as becoming 

the “best version of ourselves”.  We were made for holiness and the more holy we become, the 

more truly we become ourselves, the more we are joyful and fulfilled as the holy people we were 

made to be.   

 

Scripture and our Church’s teaching are clear, we are called to holiness.  Jesus tells us to “be 

holy as My Father is holy.”  in 1 Peter we the apostle writes, “as he who called you is holy, be 

holy yourselves.” . . . and there are many other passages that say similar things.  Our Church 

powerfully proclaimed this teaching in Vatican II, back in the ‘60’s saying that all of us have a 

baptismal call to holiness, just like Jesus in our gospel today.  Pope Francis recently wrote an 

entire apostolic exhortation, “Gaudete et Exsultate”, “Rejoice and Be Glad” reminding us that in 

answering God’s call to holiness, we become who we were made to be and find the joy and 

gladness that God intends for each of us.  Jesus went on to live that call to holiness we 

celebrate today by preaching, healing, consoling, challenging and ultimately dying and rising . . . 

all so that we might be made holy . . . not of our own merit . . . but by His. 

 

So how do we live that baptismal call to holiness?  Here at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton we have 

broken it down to the four aspects of discipleship, praying - which lays and maintains the 



foundation, learning - which provides the structure to hold it together, sharing - in imitation of 

Jesus and his ministry, and witnessing - following Our Lord’s command to go and make 

disciples of all nations.  Here at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, we offer a number of ways to support 

you as you grow in holiness through praying, learning, sharing, and witnessing, Alpha, Living 

Your Strengths, Grow Groups, serving in weekend liturgical or hospitality ministries . . .  

 

For me, Monday evening adoration has been a powerful way to spend some quiet time in 

prayer, praying the rosary, reading scripture or just sitting silently with Our Lord.  This year, I 

have been enjoying the Great Adventure Bible Study where Jeff Cavins lays out the books of 

the Bible in chronological order and I’m able to see God’s loving plan of salvation laid out in 

history.  In February, I’m planning on participating in the Men’s CEW weekend as assistant Lay 

Director starting on Friday evening the 21st and running to Sunday afternoon the 23rd.  The 

Women’s weekend is two weeks earlier, Friday evening February 14th through Sunday 

afternoon February 16th.  CEW has been a great experience for many parishioners here at St. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton.  I made my first CEW in the 90’s.  It was a great opportunity to grow 

spiritually, meet other great men and have a lot of fun.    

 

. . .  

 

So how are you called to grow in holiness?  Will you commit to taking action this week to 

answer your personal call from God to grow in holiness? 

 

 


