
The Epiphany of the Lord 

 

 The scripture readings today are about inclusion, about including others into our lives 

who are different from us.  Are you a person of inclusion? Is the God we believe in one of 

inclusion? 

 The prophet Isaiah, the author of the first reading, is writing at a time when the exiles 

from the Babylonian Captivity are slowly making their way back to Jerusalem only to discover it 

and its temple in ruins.  The prophet, nevertheless, offers a vision of renewal and 

transformation for the city and its people.  At the heart of his vision is the glory of God.  God’s 

power and presence will be a light that shines so brightly that it attracts not just Jews but non-

Jews as well.  Foreign nations and kings will walk in the light that flows forth from Jerusalem.   

 This is the vision that many of us have for our parish.  We hope to be an inclusive parish.  

We hope to be a “light” that attracts those who have given up on religion, that is, the “Metro 

Mels” of our area.  We attract them by our hospitality, by our lively liturgies, by accepting them 

as they are. We attract them because we no longer see ourselves as “consumers,” that is, as 

members who just do the minimum to get by, but rather as “ministers” who are responsible for 

bringing others into a “growing relationship with Jesus Christ.”   

 The theme of inclusivity is found also in the second reading from St. Paul’s letter to the 

Ephesians.  St. Paul reminds them that God has called him to be an apostle not only to his 

fellow Jews but also to non-Jews – the Gentile of the world.  The transition in the early Church 

from being a solely Jewish Church to a Jewish/Gentile Church was a painful one – but one 

desired by God because our God is an inclusive God.   



 We can expect that our parish will attract Catholic immigrants who continue to move 

into the Cedar Rapids areas.  Not just Latinos but Catholics from Africa and Asia as well.  They 

will bring with them different customs and expectations.  Like the Jewish Christians’ acceptance 

of the Gentile Christians we too may experience some pain as we attempt to be inclusive.  Are 

we ready for such a challenge? 

 The gospel story about the Magi is also one of inclusion. The reading contrasts the non-

Jewish, Gentile Magi and the Jewish chief priests and scribes.  Having no knowledge of the 

Hebrew Scriptures, the Magi rely on their study of heavenly signs to discover meaning for 

themselves. They make a journey from the east and continue their diligent searching until they 

find the child.  On the other hand, the Jewish scholars rely on their Scripture, knowing the 

tradition well.  While the scholars could readily quote ancient biblical prophecies, they did not 

understand their meaning for the present.  Nor did they make a journey or search for the 

children, even though the prophecy should have inspired them to do so.  They seem incurious, 

while the Magi are open to learning something new. 

 The danger for us sitting here in church today is that we may also be incurious like the 

priests and scribes and hence not open like Metro Mel or immigrants to how God is currently 

revealing himself.  Are we willing to learn something new about our faith? 

 In a world of growing exclusivity, we are challenged as individuals and as a parish to be 

inclusive.  Are we ready for that challenge? 

  

  


