
Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

 

 What is on your mind this New Year’s (Eve) (Day)?  The scripture readings take us all 

over the place.  Take for example, the first reading from the Old Testament Book of Numbers 

takes us back to the time of Moses and a blessing that he imparted on Aaron and his sons.  

Among the blessings imparted is that of peace.  Back in the 1967 Pope Paul VI made January 

first the World Day of peace.  Peace is more than just a lack of war.  It was, for example, in 

Jesus’ time a Jewish greeting – “Shalom” (peace) – a peace understood in terms of harmony, 

health, and prosperity.  Perhaps we can use it today when we meet people? 

 St. Paul in the second reading taken from his letter to the Galatians reminds us of the 

timing of Jesus’ birth.  He writes, “When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son….”  In 

other words, history had reached a point where a savior was needed.  Because of Jesus’ birth, 

do you understand yourself as son or daughter of God? 

 In the gospel reading we encounter shepherds, the child Jesus and his mother, as well as 

information about his circumcision on the eighth day following his birth.  The shepherds were 

so excited about encountering Jesus that they immediately went out to tell others about their 

experience?  Have we ever shared a “Christ moment” with others?   

Today’s feast reminds us that Mary is the Mother of God and in this way informing us 

that Jesus is more than a mere human being.  Do you believe that Jesus is both human and 

divine? 

The circumcision of Jesus reminds us that Mary and Joseph were obedient to the laws 

and customs of their Jewish religion.  What laws and customs of the Catholic Church are 

important to us? Shalom! 



 

 


