
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

 

 How would you describe your family either the one you grew up in or the one you are in 

right now?  Is everyone in your family biologically related to each other or do you have more of 

a blended family because of adoption, divorce or some other reason? Today’s feast of the Holy 

Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph allows us to reflect upon our experience of family. 

 The bible was written at a time when patriarchy was the dominate family model, that is, 

when the husband and the father was considered the unquestionable head of the family.  As 

the Book of Sirach reminds us, it was primarily to him that honor and respect was due.  The 

mother and wife also had authority and was due respect, but she was always secondary to her 

husband.  

 However, since patriarchy is a cultural construct it need not be the model that we 

follow today as Christians.  St. Paul, for example, in his letter to the Galatians, ignored this 

cultural construct when he insisted that in Christ Jesus there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor 

free, male nor female: for all are one in Christ.  In other words, Christian husbands and wives 

are equal for St. Paul.  Sirach’s instruction to children to take care of their parents has current 

application in American society. 

 St. Paul’s instruction found in the second reading taken from his letter to the Colossians 

that wives be subordinate to their husbands also reflects the expectation of a patriarchal 

culture.  Yet within this cultural view of the role of wives, Paul is revolutionary in what he says 

about husbands.  In the Greco-Roman world, husbands could exercise complete control over 

their wives, but because of their relationship in Christ, St. Paul insists that Christian husbands 

are to show their wives the same love expected of the whole community.  While St. Paul 



believes that children should be obedient to their parents, he also believes that parents should 

express a loving tolerance towards them. 

 Like many families in the world today, the Holy Family, according to the gospel reading, 

was forced to flee their homeland as refugees to Egypt because of persecution.  Joseph, the 

husband of Mary and the acknowledged father of Jesus, was not the first Joseph however, to 

seek refuge in Egypt.  Centuries before another Joseph along with his father Jacob and his 

eleven brothers and their families also left their homeland at a time of great famine for refuge 

in Egypt.  Refugees and immigration are part of our story as Christians and as Americans whose 

roots go back to other nations. 

 The gospel reminds us that once the persecution has ended the Holy Family returned to 

their homeland and settled in Nazareth which was a small, unimportant village in the northern 

part of their country called Galilee.  The houses in Nazareth at the time of Jesus consisted of just 

one or two rooms.  The cooking was done in a common kitchen located in the center of the 

village.  And so, Jesus was raised by the village composed of relatives and friends. As the proverb 

puts it, “it takes a village to raise a child.”  And so, it isn’t surprising that Mary and Joseph didn’t 

miss their twelve-year-old son for a whole day as they were returning home from their village 

pilgrimage to the Temple in Jerusalem.  They just thought that he was with friends and relatives.  

It was sort of like my experience of growing up in my hometown of Cascade, Iowa in the 1950s.  

I knew everyone, and they knew me. 

 How does our faith affect the way that we live as family?  What is the future of family 

life in America? 

  



  

 

 


