
4th Sunday of Advent 

 

 As we light the fourth Advent candle this weekend we become aware that the birthday 

of Jesus is very near.  The scripture readings that we just heard anticipate his birth.  How has 

the birth of Jesus affected the way that we live our lives? 

 God could have reversed the sin of Adam and Eve in a wide variety of ways, but he 

chose to do it a very human way… through the birth of a child.  As the first reading from the 

Prophet Isaiah reminds us, the birth of Jesus was in the planning for a long time.  The sign or 

promise of a virgin conceiving and bearing a son was fulfilled with the birth of Jesus.  In fact, 

God’s promise goes back to the Garden of Eden itself when God promises Adam and Eve that 

Mary’s child will “crush the head of the serpent” that tempted Eve.  God’s promise is that good 

will eventually win out over evil. 

 The gospel story reveals that the conception of Jesus was not without its problems.  It 

tells us that Mary and Joseph were “betrothed” to each other, that is, they had completed the 

first stage of marriage, and were considered husband and wife though not yet living together.  

Often because of her youth, the woman at the time of Mary remained in the home of her 

parents until the public ceremony took place.  When Mary was found to be pregnant before she 

and Joseph were living together, he faced a sad dilemma.  According to the law, Mary was guilty 

of adultery and was thus subject to stoning. 

 After Joseph decides to take the quietest, most merciful path, an angel appears to him 

in a dream revealing God’s plan.  Although the child was conceived through the Holy Spirit, 

Joseph himself is to name the child, thereby accepting him as his legal offspring.  Isaiah’s 

ancient prophecy to Ahab is brought to fulfillment in a totally unexpected way.  Joseph follows 



the angel’s message and takes Mary into his home.  He gives the child a name meaning “God is 

with us.” 

 The birth of Jesus then was not only a long process but a complicated one as well.  Why 

did God do this?  St. John the Evangelist answers the question in this way: “God so loved the 

world that he gave us his only Son that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.”  It 

would take another thirty plus years after Jesus’ birth before the promise was ultimately 

fulfilled through his suffering, death, resurrection and ascension. 

 This story of Jesus’ rebirth reminds us that God often works through human beings like 

you and me; sometimes in slow and strange ways.  This reminds me of a story I have told you 

once or twice before… a true story coming out of World War II.  During the bombing of 

Germany by allied forces a shrine containing a life-sized crucifix of Jesus located near a Catholic 

church was partly destroyed.  The corpus of Jesus was left lying in the rubble, but it no longer 

had arms or legs.  Someone eventually wrote a sign next to the corpus reading, “You are my 

arms, you are my legs.”  Are you willing to be the arms and legs of Jesus in the world today?  

Are you willing as a member of this parish to “…bring people into a growing relationship with 

Jesus Christ?” 

  

  

  

  

  

  


